Introducing CBR to Community and Faculty

Tusculum College


Because Tusculum has for several years held summer luncheon workshops with community members, the decision was made to introduce Community-based Research at these events.  Although the primary focus of these two meetings was our college-wide service day, a portion of the time was devoted to explanations and discussion of the ways college and community could work together for mutual benefit (see attached Attachment A). The value and effectiveness of using community-based research as a tool was part of this discussion. We feel the workshops opened a new avenue of cooperation between the agencies represented there and the campus. 


At a Faculty Workshop, scheduled before classes began in the late summer, time was allocated for community partners to come and discuss the mission of their organizations and outline ways faculty members and their classes might become involved in helping the organizations work toward their goals. It was explained that one major tool in this work is the use of participatory or community-based research. 


In the faculty meeting, Tusculum’s partnership with Rural Resources was one of those highlighted. Executive Director Sally Causey was able to speak with many different faculty members and generate a number of creative new ideas for projects. That these projects also crossed the lines of several disciplines and showed ways of cooperation that have never been attempted before, makes this a model Tusculum will follow in the future.


The opportunity for the college instructors to not only become acquainted with community partners, but to also begin to understand their needs and to see how effective the use of CBR could be, has given much impetus to our efforts to incorporate community-based research into the curriculum,

